TWO  GLASGOW  SOCIETY  MINUTE 

BOOKS 


I. — The  Gaelic  Chapel  Students’  Society. 


One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  there  seems  to  have  been  much  effort 
after  self-culture  in  unexpected  places.  Country  lads  gathered  together 
so  that  they  might  carry  out  schemes  of  mutual  instruction.  The  Ettrick 
Shepherd  was  found  in  one  such  group  with  a meeting  place  that  moved 
among  the  wilder  districts  of  the  hills  that  surrounded  St.  Mary’s  Loch. 
Divinity  students  supplemented  more  collegiate  instruction  by  meeting 
with  their  fellows  and  discussing  questions  that  puzzled  them  but  were 
neglected  by  their  stated  and  more  academic  teachers.  The  times  rather 
frowned  upon  such  collective  gatherings,  and  looked  with  suspicion  upon 
all  common  meetings,  but  in  spite  of  difficulty  those  that  were  eager  to 
extend  their  knowledge  continued  to  seek  for  it  in  company  with  those 
who  were  of  like  mind  with  themselves. 

This  paper  will  describe  the  doings  of  certain  young  men  who  formed 
a Society  for  their  mutual  benefit.  It  bore  the  name  of  “ The  Gaelic 
Chapel  Theological  Society.”  The  following  particulars  are  from  their 
second  minute  book,  April  30,  1796 — April  25,  1831,  at  which  second  date 
the  Society  seems  to  have  come  to  an  end. 


John  Brownlie. 

The  asterisk  signifies  that  those  to  whose  names  it  is  attached 
achieved  an  honorary  position  in  the  Society. 


I 


The  names  of  the  group  were  : 


William  MTlquham.* 
Allan  Frame.* 
Decision  Laing.* 
William  Auld.* 

James  Somerville.* 
John  Sims.* 

Malcolm  Burnside. 
James  Tennent.* 
Alexander  Laing.* 
John  Findlay.* 

James  MTntyre. 
Hugh  Park. 

Daniel  Wilkie. 

James  Chapman. 


William  Guiler. 

John  Brown. 
Matthew  Muir. 

John  Watson. 

Hugh  Kerr. 

Joseph  Finlay  son. 
Archibald  Campbell. 
Robert  Adam.* 
James  Litster. 
Andrew  Marshall. 
James  Anderson. 
John  Wallace. 

James  Elies. 

James  M ‘Arthur. 
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The  large  majority  of  those  who  formed  it  were  sons  of  craftsmen  or 
merchants,  and  belonged  to  Glasgow  or  its  immediate  neighbourhood. 
A few,  however,  seemed  to  have  crossed  from  Ireland.  It  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  identify  the  students  who  did  not  ultimately  become  ministers, 
but  of  those  ordained  the  majority  belonged  to  the  dissenters. 

Allan  Frame  was  born  on  March  29,  1764,  and  for  fifty  days  only 
was  minister  of  Pettinain  in  Lanarkshire.  He  died  on  July  30,  1830. 
Decision  Laing  seems  to  have  been  a north-country  lad,  and  was  Relief 
minister  of  Wamphray,  near  Eeattock,  from  1797  to  1804,  and  of  Balfron, 
in  Dumbartonshire,  from  1804  to  1830.  He  died  in  Glasgow  on  July  30 
of  the  latter  year.  He  was  author  of  a pamphlet  on  missions  entitled 
“ Zion  Travelling.”  Alexander  Laing  belonged  to  Kilsyth,  graduated 
M.A.  at  Glasgow,  and  was  minister  of  the  Relief  and  United  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Southend,  Cantyre,  from  1799  to  1851.  He  died  in  the  latter 
year  on  March  1,  aged  77  years.  He  had  no  Gaelic.  John  Brown  was  a 
licentiate  of  the  Secession  Church,  who  because  of  a dispute  over  a call  to 
a Secession  charge  became  [C.  of  S.]  minister  of  Gartmore,  Stirlingshire, 
from  1805  to  1810,  and  of  Langton  Parish,  on  the  Borders,  from  1810 
to  1843,  when  he  seceded  to  the  Free  Church  at  the  Disruption  of  1843, 
remaining  at  Langton.  He  died  there  on  June  25, 1848,  at  the  age  of  70. 
He  received  the  degree  of  D.D.  in  1815.  John  Watson  was  either  a native 
of  Ireland,  who  gained  the  degree  of  M.A.  in  1794,  and  became  minister 
of  Greyabbey  from  1799  to  1851,  and  died  there  on  November  6,  1851  ; 
or  the  minister  of  Cumbernauld,  Stirlingshire,  from  1815  to  1848,  dying 
there  on  March  24,  at  the  age  of  72.  Joseph  Finlayson  was  the  minister 
of  Airdrie  from  1802  to  1838.  He  was  made  an  M.A.  in  1798,  and  died 
on  October  7,  1838.  Andrew  Marshall  achieved  a certain  immortality 
as  Secession  minister  of  Kirkintilloch  from  1802  to  1854.  He  was  chosen 
Moderator  of  Synod  in  1836,  and  died  at  Kirkintilloch  on  November  26, 
1854.  He  received  the  degree  of  D.D.  from  Jefferson  College,  U.S.A., 
and  LL.D.  from  Washington  College,  of  the  same  country,  both  in  the 
year  1842.  James  Anderson  came  from  Campsie,  and  was  chosen  Relief 
minister  of  Beith,  Renfrewshire,  where  he  remained  from  1802  to  1841. 
He  was  elected  Moderator  by  the  Synod  in  1826,  and  died  at  Beith  on 
December  31,  1841,  at  the  age  of  65.  John  Wallace  belonged  to  the  Calton 
of  Glasgow.  From  1805  to  1828  he  was  Secession  minister  of  Dunblane, 
Perthshire,  and  died  there  on  August  19,  of  the  latter  year,  aged  50. 
James  Elies  [or  Ellis]  was  Secession  and  United  Presbyterian  minister  at 
Saltcoats,  Ayrshire,  from  1804  to  1852.  He  was  appointed  Moderator 
of  the  Secession  Synod  in  1828,  and  died  at  Saltcoats  on  July  24,  1852. 

Other  notable  members  of  the  Society  were  Daniel  Wilkie,  who  became 
a classical  master  in  Quebec.  He  was  capped  M.A.  in  1803  and  LL.D. 
in  1837.  Hugo  Kerr  came  from  Dairy,  Ayrshire.  He  took  the  M.A.  in 
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1804,  and  was  for  some  time  a teacher  of  classics  in  a Dissenting  College 
in  York,  and  afterwards  in  Dr.  Burney’s  Academy,  Chatham.  Of 
Archibald  Campbell,  Hew  Scott  in  his  Fasti  says  he  was  “ ‘ One  of  the 
most  eminent  mathematicians  of  his  day,’  who  in  the  prime  of  life  fell  a 
victim  to  intense  application  to  his  favourite  studies.”1 


II 

Elaborate  rules  were  framed  for  the  guidance  of  the  members.  The 
following  quotations  are  from  the  opening  pages  of  the  Minute  Book, 
and  indicate  how  searching  were  the  credentials  demanded  : 

The  Society  at  their  meeting  on  28th  Nov.  1795  resolved  that  new 
regulations  should  be  adopted.  Their  reasons  for  so  doing  were  shortly 
these  : 

1st,  Because  many  of  the  old  regulations  were  now  evidently  useless 
whatever  might  have  been  the  case  when  they  were  first  introduced. 

2dly,  Because  no  notice  was  taken  of  several  circumstances  upon 
which  the  proper  regulation  and  well  being  of  the  Society  depended. 

In  consequence  of  the  abovementioned  resolution  and  upon  the 
forementioned  day  a Committee  of  three  were  chosen  who  should  have 
new  regulations  drawn  out  and  ready  to  present  to  the  Society  by  their 
first  meeting  in  the  month  of  January  following. 

The  Committee  accordingly  brought  forward  what  regulations  they 
had  drawn  out  upon  the  day  appointed,  and  after  they  had  been  care- 
fully read,  examined  and  amended,  occupying  a considerable  part  of 
several  successive  meetings,  they  were  unanimously  agreed  to  and  ordered 
to  be  wrote  at  the  beginning  of  their  next  minute  book. 

We  therefore,  the  existing  Members  of  the  Gaelic  Chapel  Theological 
Society,  have  agreed  that  the  following  regulations  are  the  regulations  of 
this  Society  in  time  coming,  and  as  such  are  to  be  subscribed  by  ourselves 
and  successors  at  their  admission  into  the  said  Society. 

RULES 

1.  That  this  Society  meet  weekly  in  the  Gaelic  Chapel  Session -house 
upon  Saturday  at  three  o’clock  afternoon  ; the  Town  Clock  being 
considered  as  the  standard. 

2.  That  every  ordinary  member,  if  entering  late  shall  forfeit  two- 
pence, if  absent  sixpence  ; the  orator,  if  late  shall  forfeit  fourpence 
and  if  absent  one  shilling.  No  admission  to  be  granted  if  the 

1 Particulars  regarding  the  men  named  are  mainly  obtained  from  Matriculation 
Album  Glasg.  TJniv.  1728-1858  and  from  Small’s  Hist.  Congregations  of  U.P.  Church. 
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first  quarter  is  elapsed,  until  the  discourse  is  finished,  sickness  is 
the  only  excuse  for  absence  which  shall  be  sustained. 

3.  That  if  any  member  shall  be  absent  two  days  successively,  without 
appearing  himself,  or  sending  information  upon  the  third,  he  shall 
forfeit  his  seat. 

4.  That  the  Society  shall  always  be  opened  by  a Theological  Discourse 
from  one  of  the  members,  and  that  the  members  shall  succeed 
each  other  in  rotation  according  to  their  seniority  of  standing 
in  the  Society. 

5.  That  after  the  Oration  is  ended,  the  former  Orator,  sitting  as 
President  shall  call  upon  the  members  to  give  their  opinion  con- 
cerning the  discourse  ; and  after  hearing  the  Orator’s  reply,  he 
shall  finish  this  part  of  the  business  by  delivering  his  own 
sentiments. 

6.  That  immediately  after  this  the  minutes  of  last  sederunt  shall  be 
read  ; and  whatever  relates  to  the  government  of  the  Society 
shall  be  then  taken  into  consideration  ; after  which,  except 
where  there  is  no  time,  there  shall  be  a debate. 

7.  That  the  subject  of  debate  shall  always  be  some  controverted 
point  in  divinity ; either  taken  from  a System  of  questions 
previously  prepared  and  adopted  by  the  Society,  or  selected  out 
of  three  proposed  by  the  President. 

8.  That  every  member  according  to  the  order  of  the  Presdt.  shall 
speak  at  least  once  on  that  side  of  the  debate  to  which  he  has 
been  appointed,  none  exceeding  two  minutes  ; and  that  after 
arguments  are  adduced  on  both  sides,  the  President  shall  only 
decide  according  to  the  strength  of  Argument. 

9.  That  when  two  or  more  wish  to  be  heard  upon  the  same  side  of 
the  debate,  or  upon  any  other  subject  that  may  happen  to  be 
before  the  Society,  the  person  or  persons  who  have  spoken  last 
upon  that  subject  shall  give  way  to  the  other. 

10.  That  after  the  debate,  the  President  shall  nominate  the  next 
Orator,  fix  the  subject  of  debate  for  next  meeting,  arrange  the 
sides  and  conclude  the  Sederunt  of  the  day  with  prayer. 

11.  That  in  arranging  the  sides  the  Presdt  shall  desire  the  members 
to  chuse  for  themselves  : and  if  the  Society  are  not  equally 
divided,  he  shall  make  the  division  more  equal  by  his  own  ap- 
pointment. 

12.  That  the  President  shall  have  also  a power  to  call  order,  and  to 
fine  any  member  who  may  act  improperly  ; that  he  shall  in  no 
case  whatever  be  resisted  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority  : he  is 
however  responsible  ; and  the  person  who  judges  himself  injured 
may  at  the  next  meeting  appeal  from  his  decision  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Society. 
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13.  That  on  the  first  meetings  of  May  and  November  a member  shall 
be  elected  to  officiate  in  the  double  capacity  of  Clerk  and  Secretary  ; 
and  that  he  shall  be  responsible  to  the  Society  for  the  conduct  in 
the  execution  of  said  office. 

14.  That  the  Clerk  shall  always  write  out  the  minutes  of  the  day 
upon  a separate  piece  of  paper  to  be  read  at  the  dismission  of  the 
Society  immediately  after  the  prayer  ; and  after  he  shall  have 
fairly  copied  them  out  in  the  minute  book  and  read  them  formally 
at  next  meeting  they  shall  be  signed  by  the  former  Presdfi 

15.  That  this  Society  shall  consist  of  a competent  number  of  students 
in  Theology,  not  at  any  time  exceeding  twelve,  who  shall  have 
finished  a regular  course  of  Philosophy  in  some  University. 

16.  That  when  any  gentleman,  wishing  to  become  a member,  is  pro- 
posed the  vote  shall  be  deferred  until  next  meeting  ; and  if  he  is 
then  duly  elected,  he  shall  be  formally  invited  to  take  his  seat 
by  a card  from  the  Secretary  in  name  of  the  Society. 

1 7.  That  if  it  shall  at  any  time  happen  that  any  Member  shall  have 
conducted  himself  in  a manner  highly  offensive  to  the  Society, 
they  shall  take  into  consideration  whether  or  not  he  ought  to  be 
expelled  ; that  upon  a motion  being  made  for  that  purpose,  after 
he  shall  have  finished  what  he  has  to  say  in  his  own  defence,  he 
shall  immediately  withdraw,  and  the  vote  being  postponed  till 
next  meeting,  he  shall  then  be  informed  of  the  deed  of  the  Society 
by  a card  from  their  Secretary. 

18.  That  in  order  to  prevent  precipitate  measures,  and  to  ensure  the 
Stability,  the  Wisdom  and  the  Justice  of  our  laws,  no  old  law 
shall  be  repealed,  nor  new  one  enacted,  unless  it  shall  have  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Society  upon  a part  of  three  several  meetings 
successively  ; on  the  first  of  these  any  motion  for  that  purpose 
shall  be  made  ; on  the  second  it  shall  be  repeated  and  considered, 
and  on  the  third,  after  what  further  deliberation  may  be  necessary, 
it  shall  be  finally  decided. 

19.  That  no  new  member  shall  be  admitted  nor  old  one  expelled,  no 
old  law  repealed  nor  new  one  enacted  but  bj'  the  votes  of  the 
majority  of  the  Society  that  in  the  two  cases  first  mentioned  the 
votes  shall  be  collected  by  ballot  and  that  a prudent  secrecy 
respecting  the  business  of  the  Society  shall  be  strictly  observed. 

20.  That  upon  the  first  meeting  of  January  a contribution  shall  be 
made  for  defraying  necessary  expenses. 


180 


SCOTTISH  CHURCH  HISTORY  SOCIETY 


III 

As  is  obvious  from  the  Rules,  the  arrangements  for  the  conduct  and 
order  of  the  meetings  were  very  elaborate,  and  from  the  minutes  it  is 
certain  that  the  meetings  were  never  broken  by  any  disorder  or  infringe- 
ment of  the  regulations.  For  each  meeting  there  were  appointed  at  the 
preceding  meeting  a Chairman  and  Vice-chairman,  the  rule  being  that 
the  Vice-chairman  succeeded  at  next  meeting  to  the  chair.  Sometimes 
he  is  called  President,  and  as  much  dignity  was  lent  to  his  office  as  was 
possible.  He  usually  was  the  lecturer  or  essayist  for  the  day,  and  he  was 
then  given  the  name  of  “ Orator.”  Each  meeting  was  divided  into  two 
by  the  Roll-call.  The  first  section  was  devoted  to  the  paper,  and  the  second 
to  any  special  question  or  to  comments  on  the  paper.  The  meetings 
appear  to  have  lasted  for  three  hours,  and  the  proceedings  from  first  to 
last  were  conducted  with  the  utmost  propriety. 

The  rule  regulating  the  admission  of  members  to  the  Society  seems  to 
have  been  rigidly  applied.  Several  names  were  proposed  for  admission, 
but  when  these  were  considered  at  the  following  meeting,  an  adverse 
numerical  vote  secured  their  rejection.  No  reason  is  recorded  in  support 
of  the  vote,  the  minute  usually  running  that  “ admission  was  ballotted 
for  and  negatived.” 

The  meetings  were  at  first  held  in  the  Gaelic  Church  in  Duke  Street, 
but  on  December  30,  1799,  the  locus  was  changed  to  the  Grammar  School. 
The  arrangement,  however,  did  not  last  long,  for  on  May  3,  1800,  the 
Society  removed  from  the  school,  and  “ resolved  for  the  future  to  meet 
in  the  Chapel  of  Ease  Session  House  between  one  and  three  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon.”  The  new  situation  did  not  approve  itself,  for  in  another 
six  months  the  Society  moved  to  the  Laigh  Kirk  (Tron)  Session  House, 
and  resolved  to  alter  its  name  to  the  “ Laigh-Kirk  Theological  Society.” 
Apparently  the  position  was  suitable,  for  it  is  recorded  that  ‘ ‘ the  expenses 
for  house  room  and  fire  were  fully  cleared  so  that  the  Society  are  entitled 
to  the  use  of  the  Laigh  Kirk  Session  house  and  fire  when  needed  till  the 
first  of  November  1801.”  Before  that  date  was  reached,  however,  some 
catastrophe  had  happened,  for  the  last  minute  of  meeting  in  the  minute- 
book  is  dated  April  25,  1801.  The  close,  if  it  was  the  close,  was  evidently 
unexpected,  for  arrangements  were  then  made  for  the  next  meeting, 
though  none  is  minuted. 

The  main  business  of  the  Society  was  the  discussion  of  some  Biblical 
topic.  The  first  section  of  the  meeting  was  usually  occupied  with  the 
consideration  of  a text,  mostly  chosen  from  the  Old  Testament.  This 
part  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  chosen  “ Orator,”  and  its  minute  only 
notes  that  the  topic  had  been  ‘ ‘ criticised  and  approved.”  After  the  formal 
business  had  been  disposed  of,  the  subject  was  either  resumed  or  a fresh 
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subject  chosen.  Some  of  these  last  were  quaint — “ Can  a future  state 
be  discovered  from  the  writings  of  Moses  ? Can  miracles  be  proven  from 
human  testimony  ? Is  the  preparation  of  Christianity  a proof  of  its  truth  ? 
Whether  the  Egyptian  Magi  had  the  power  of  working  miracles  ? Can 
a person  believe  what  he  does  not  understand  ? Are  mankind  growing 
better  or  worse  ? Does  the  morality  of  the  Old  Testament  agree  with 
that  of  the  New  ? Whether  the  right  of  electing  their  own  pastors  belongs 
to  the  people  ? ” Unfortunately  the  results  of  the  discussions  are  seldom 
given.  More  frequently  the  note  is  “ The  debate  was  not  entered  upon.” 


II — The  Clerical  Literary  Society. 

I 

This  Society  began  meeting  in  Glasgow  about  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  Its  first  minute-book  ended  in  1817,  the  second  in 
1826,  and  the  third  in  1839,  after  which  it  seems  that  the  Society  collapsed. 
The  first  two  minute-books  have  disappeared,  and  the  Society  seems  to 
have  expired  in  1839,  the  minute  of  February  13,  1839,  reading,  “ Met 
Dr.  Henderson,  Mr  J.  R.  Anderson  and  Mr  Lorimer.  In  the  absence  of 
the  Brethren  agreed  to  sojourn.” 

The  members  of  the  Society  during  the  last  period  were  as  follows. 
Their  churches  in  Glasgow  or  neighbourhood  are  named  : 

1.  Honorary  Members  : 

John  Lockhart — Glas.,  Blackfriars,  1796-1842  ; D.D.,  Edin., 
1803. 

Stevenson  MacGill — Eastwood,  Glas.  ; Tron,  1791-1814 ; 

Prof,  of  Divinity,  Glas.,  1814-18  ; D.D.,  Aber.,  1803. 

George  McLatchie — Mearns,  1788-1833 ; D.D,,  Glas.,  1808 ; died 

1833- 

George  Gibb — Fintry,  Strathblane,  Glas.,  St.  Andrews,  1787- 
1809  ; died  1831. 

James  Couper — Baldernock,  1782-1836  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  1800. 
John  Robertson — Cambuslang,  1797-1843  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  1826. 

2.  Members  : 

Matthew  Gardner — Bothwell,  1802-1865  i D.D.,  Glas.,  1831. 
William  Hamilton — Strathblane,  1809-1835  ; D.D.,  St.  And., 
1824. 

John  Hodgson — Blantyre,  1809-1832  ; M.D.,  Edin.,  1809  ; 

died,  Edin.,  1832. 
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Robert  Burns — Paisley,  St.  George’s,  1811-1869  ; D.D.,  Glas., 
1828. 

William  Hamilton  Burns — Kilsyth,  1821-1843  > Free  Church, 
1843-1859  ; D.D.,  U.S.A.,  1858. 

John  Smyth — Glas.  : St.  George’s,  1823-1843  ; Free  Church, 
1843-1860. 

Patrick  M<Earlan — Glas.  : St.  John’s,  St.  Enoch’s  ; Greenock, 
1824-43  ; Free  Church,  1843-1866  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  1824. 

John  Henderson — Carmunnock,  1824-1854. 

Robert  McNair — Paisley  : First  Charge,  1824-1871  ; D.D., 

Glas.,  1824. 

Robert  Clark — Glas.  : Gaelic  Duke  St.,  1823-34. 

Robert  Story — Roseneath,  1818-1859  ; died  1859  ; father  of 
Principal  Story,  Glasgow. 

Thomas  Brown — Glas.  : St.  John’s,  1826-1843  ; Free  Church, 
1843-47  ; D-D.,  Glas.,  1830. 

Archibald  Nisbet — Glas.  : North  Albion  St.,  1826-1848 ; 

deposed  ; died  1866. 

Duncan  Macfarlane — Glas. : Anderson ; Renfrew,  1827-1843  ; 
Free  Church,  1843-1853  ; D.D.,  U.S.A.,  1844. 

William  Black — Shettleston  ; Glas.,  Barony,  1826-1851  ; D.D., 
Glas.,  1834. 

David  Welsh — Glas.  : St.  David’s,  1827-1831  ; Prof.  Ecclesiasti- 
cal History,  Edin. 

John  M'Leod  Campbell — Row,  1825  ; deposed  1832  ; died, 
1881  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  1868. 

Adam  Gun — Glas.  : Hope  Street  Gaelic,  1827  ; deposed,  1835. 

Peter  Napier — Glas. : St.  George 's-in-the-Fields,  Blackfriars, 
1824-1865,  when  he  died  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  1847. 

Joseph  Somerville — Glas. : St.  Thomas,  1823-1843 ; Free  Church, 
1843-44  ; died  1844. 

John  Geddes — Paisley  : High  Kirk  ; Glas.  : St.  And.,  1821- 
1832  ; died  1833. 

John  Forbes — Glas.  : St.  Paul’s,  1826-1843  ; Free  Church, 

1843-1874  ; D.D.,  St.  And.,  1837  ; LL.D.,  Glas.,  1840  ; died 
1874. 

Patrick  Brewster — Paisley  : Second  Charge,  1818-1859  ; died 
1859. 

John  Thomson — Glas.  : Shettleston,  1829  ; Free  Church  ; 

died  1893. 

William  Cunningham — Paisley  : Middle,  1831-1834. 

Charles  John  Brown — Glas.  : Anderston,  1831-1837. 

Alexander  Gibson — Glas.  : St.  Anne’s,  1831-1839. 
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John  Gordon  Lorimer — Glas.  : St.  David’s,  1832-1843  ; Free 
Church,  1843  ; D.D.,  U.S.A.,  1849  ; died  1868. 

James  Henderson — Glas.  : St.  Enoch’s,  1832-1843  ; Free 

Church,  1843  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  1837  ; died  1S74. 

James  Denoon — Rothesay,  1824-1834. 

Donald  M'Leod — Gourock,  1833-1843  ; Free  Church,  1843-9  ; 
Canada,  1851-60  ; died  Gourock  1868. 

James  Begg — Paisley  : Middle,  1831-35  ; Free  Church.  D.D. 

John  Charles  Fowler — Glas.  : St.  Lukes,  1837-1843. 

Nathaniel  Paterson — Glas.  : St.  Andrew’s,  1834-43  ; joined 
Free  Church,  1843-71  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  1837. 

William  Dunn — Glas.  : St.  Peter’s,  Cardross,  1836-85  ; died 
1885. 

Robert  Buchanan — Glas.  : Tron,  1833-1843  ; joined  Free 

Church,  1843-1875  ; died  1875. 

Robert  Lee — Campsie,  1836-1843  ; Edinburgh 

John  Duncan — Glas.  : Milton,  1836-1840  ; missionary  to  Jews, 
Budapest ; LL.D.,  Aber.,  1840 — “ Rabbi  Duncan.” 

Jonathan  Ranken  Anderson — Glas.  : Kirkfield  Gaelic  ; John 
Knox’s,  1834-52  ; suspended  ; died  1859. 

Sir  Henry  Wellwood  Moncrieff — Baldernock,  1837-1843  ; 
joined  Free  Church  ; D.D.,  Glas.,  i860. 

Robert  Walter  Stewart — Erskine,  1837-1843  ; joined  Free 
Church  ; D.D.,  U.S.A.,  1849  1 died  1887. 


II 

The  first  meeting,  according  to  the  minute  book,  took  place  on  Decem- 
ber 13,  1826,  and  the  gatherings  numbered  on  the  average  about  nine 
per  year.  There  was  no  regular  chairman,  but  the  reader  of  the  paper 
one  day  took  the  chair  at  the  next  meeting.  The  secretary  at  the  begin- 
ning was  Duncan  McFarlan,  and  the  meetings  were  held  once  a month. 
The  session  was  closed  by  the  members  dining  together  in  April. 

The  minutes  are  as  a rule  very  short,  and  merely  record  the  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  rotation  of  papers,  obituaries,  and  the  record  of  each 
paper  read.  On  several  occasions  a member  failed  to  appear  when  his 
paper  was  due,  and  in  that  case  the  time  was  spent  in  a general  Discussion 
over  an  impromptu  subject.  As  a rule  the  topics  chosen  were  Biblical, 
only  at  intervals  did  the  discussion  embrace  science  or  a paper  dealing 
with  a social  subject.  It  was  the  time  of  revival  movements,  and  Bums 
of  Kilsyth  dealt  sympathetically  with  what  happened  in  his  own  parish. 
Such  subjects  as  the  “ Sandemanian  and  Berean  Doctrine,”  the  “ Cam- 
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buslang  Revival,”  the  “ Kilsyth  Revival,”  “ Demoniacal  Possession,” 
“ Witchcraft,”  “ The  State  of  the  Law  respecting  Church  Accommoda- 
tion,” etc.,  were  discussed. 

A note  indicated  that  25/-  was  paid  to  the  caretaker  for  the  use  of 
the  church  buildings  for  the  meetings.  The  annual  dinner  of  fourteen 
members  cost  £4  15s.  6d.  Fines  exacted  from  the  members  for  breaches 
of  the  regulations  came  to  £1  3s.  6d. 

The  syllabus  for  the  first  year  will  show  the  nature  of  the  Society’s 
meetings  : 

1826. 

Dec.  13,  “ The  Nature,  Reasonableness  and  Importance  of  Prayer,” 

Clark. 


1827. 

Jan.  10,  Essay  on  Malachi  iv.  2.  William  Burns. 

Feb.  14,  “ The  Organic  Remains  of  a former  World.”  Robert  Burns. 

March  14,  “ The  Influences  of  the  Spirit.”  John  Hodgson. 

April  9,  ‘‘The  State  of  Religion  in  the  Antediluvian  World.”  Dr. 
Robertson. 

May  9,  ‘‘Connection  between  Prayer  and  Ministerial  Duty  and 
Usefulness.”  Dr.  Hamilton. 

Oct.  10,  “ The  General  State  of  Geology,  and  Earthquakes.”  Robert 

Burns. 

Nov.  5,  Exposition  and  Paraphrase  of  Romans  vii.  9-11.  Duncan 
McFarlan. 

Dec.  12,  “ On  the  assurance  of  a Personal  Interest  in  Christ.”  C.  J. 

Brown. 

Lockhart  was  the  father  of  John  Gibson  Lockhart,  Scott’s  son-in-law 
and  biographer  ; W.  H.  Burns,  the  local  leader  of  the  well-known  Kilsyth 
Revival,  1832  ; Patrick  McFarlan,  moderator  of  the  Ch.  of  Scot,  in  1834 
and  of  F.C.  in  1845  ; Thomas  Brown,  of  Glasgow  F.C.  Assembly,  1890  ; 
David  Welsh,  of  C.  of  S.,  1842  ; C.  J.  Brown,  of  F.C.  Assembly,  1872  ; 
Duncan  McFarlan  wrote  Revivals  o f the  Eighteenth  Century  ; John  McLeod 
Campbell  taught  personal  assurance  of  salvation  and  the  universality  of 
the  atonement,  as  well  as  was  an  author  : his  son  wrote  his  Life,  1877. 
Begg  was  an  F.C.  leader  ; Prof.  Knight  compiled  Colloquia  Peripatetica 
from  John  Duncan’s  Table-Talk  ; Lorimer  was  a voluminous  author  ; 
Forbes  wrote  The  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus  ; Nathaniel  Paterson 
was  the  grandson  of  Scott’s  “ Old  Mortality  ” and  wrote  The  Manse 
Garden  ; Lee  introduced  many  changes  into  public  worship. 

Compiled  by  W.  J.  C. 


